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view of us, just as they were then; we have sub-
jected no new provinces or people to our govern-
ment ; and, with few or no exceptions, we are
almost, for dominion, where king Edward I. left
us: nay, we have lost all the dominions which, our
ancient kings for some hundred of years held in
France; such as the rich and powerful provinces of
Normandy, Poictou, Gascoigne, Bretagne, and
Aquitaine; and, instead of being enriched by war
and victory, on the contrary, we have been torn in
pieces by civil wars and rebellions, as well in
Ireland as in England, and that several times, to
the ruin of our richest families, and the slaughter
of our nobility and gentry; nay. to the destruction
even of monarchy itself, as in the long bloody wars
between the houses of Lancaster and York, the
many rebellions of the Irish, as well in queen Eli-
zabeth's time, as in king Charles I. time; and the
fatal massacre, and almost extirpation of the Eng-
lish name in that kingdom; and, at last, the late
rebellion in England, in which the monarch fell a
sacrifice to the fury of the people, and monarchy
itself gave way to tyranny and usurpation, for
almost twenty years.

These things prove abundantly that the great-
ness of the British nation is not owing to war and
conquests, to enlarging its dominions by the sword,
or subjecting the people of other countries to our
power; but it is all owing to trade, to the increase
of our commerce at home, and the extending it
abroad.

It is owing to trade, that new discoveries have
been made in lands unknown, and new settlements
and plantations made, new colonies planted, and new
governments formed, in the uninhabited islands,
and the uncultivated continent of America; and
those plantings and settlements have again enlarged